


GLATTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held on 5th June 2026 
 
Present: 
Miles Stephenson (MS) - chairman 
Andrew Peck (AP) – vice chairman
Nick Pratt (NP)

The meeting was attended by eight residents of Glatton and Simon Bywater (County Councillor).
 
1.	Welcome
The chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone in attendance.  He expressed the Council’s appreciation and gratitude to John Pigott for facilitating use of the church for Council meetings whilst the Village Hall redevelopment project was ongoing.
 
2.	Apologies
Apologies were received from Ross Weatherburn.

3.	Election of Chairman
Miles Stephenson, proposed by Councillor Peck and seconded by Councillor Pratt, was elected as chairman for the year 25/26.

 4.	Election of Vice-Chairman
Andrew Peck, proposed by Councillor Pratt and Seconded by Councillor Stephenson, was elected as Vice-Chairman of the Council for FY25/26.

5.	Declaration of Interests
None.

6.	Minutes of Meeting held on 27th February 2026 
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted by the Council.
7.	Matters Arising
On Luddington Anaerobic Digestion Plant (27th February meeting Agenda Item #8) Councillor Stephenson reported that he had received a response from Fitzwilliam Estate stating their intention to sell land to facilitate road-widening along the B660.  He had not received a response to his letter to Cambridgeshire County Council.  He stated that he would write again to CCC regarding potential damage to listed buildings in Glatton.
The Clerk noted that the Chairman of Great Gidding PC had written to both CCC and Northamptonshire CC.  There was an indication that the consultation periods for the plant and the road alterations in Great Gidding had been extended but the NCC Planning Portal did not show this.  The clerk undertook to obtain the latest information from GGPC with a view to potentially establishing direct co-operation between the respective councils (action – Clerk).

On the Sawtry Road Development (27th Feb Agenda item #10) the Chairman reported that he had written to the developers regarding the landscaping between the housing and Glatton, in an effort to ensure the latter remained fully engaged on their responsibilities under the Development Agreement.

Parish Meeting 
The meeting was opened for those in attendance to raise matters of interest. 

A resident recorded thanks on behalf of the community for the Council’s donation to the Village Hall Redevelopment Project.  He reported that, of a total in excess of £450k raised by the Village Hall Committee, £90k had come from the village community, together with free labour amounting to considerable value.

Report from Simon Bywater
The Government is due to announce its decision on Local Government Reorganisation on 16th July.  The new Unitary Authority should then replace the existing structure in May 2028.  There is no appeal process following the announcement but apparently some Councils are considering asking for a Judicial Review.  Councillor Bywater expressed his concerns that, in the period following the Government announcement there would be significant overload on Council workers as their existing jobs would be combined with the (very large amount of) preparatory work required to activate the UA.

He also voiced concern that the Local Highways Officer position in the Council is currently vacant, with obvious implications for – in particular – progress on pot-holes.  He requested residents to be diligent in reporting roads issues.

On the new Primary School in Sawtry he reported that opening had been postponed until at least 2030.  He had challenged the decision on the basis of over-subscription to the existing school.  Traffic planning remained concerning, with the existing roads being inadequate for the increased throughput, especially at drop-off and pick-up times.  Any contributions from the residents would be helpful.

He had had much dialogue with the Sawtry Road Development managers (see item #7) and residents agreed the HGV traffic situation had improved considerably.

Simon left the meeting.

The Council meeting was reconvened

8.	Neighbourhood Plan Update
The Chairman reported that the draft plan had been reviewed by the Councillors and passed to the residents’ team.  A meeting would shortly be convened to discuss it.  Full public consultation should occur by the end of the summer with official submission taking place before the year’s end (ongoing action – Councillors).

9.	Annual Governance Statements
The clerk reported that the independent internal audit had been completed successfully.  The Council approved the Statements, which will now be submitted, with the relevant sections published on the website (action – clerk).

On the budget, The Precept had been received from CCC and the current account balance stood at £1,744.17 and the Reserve Account at £17,335.67.  For the current FY he pointed out that if all identified expenditure actually occurred during the FY, the budget would be extremely stretched.



10.	LHI Bid Application
Councillor Weatherburn had sent a report stating that the two approved schemes – a chicane and improved signage on Sawtry Road and signage on Infield Road – had entered the formal Notice Period for Traffic Orders and a full status update could be expected in 4-6 weeks.

11.	Defibrillator Relocation and Maintenance
It had come to light that the defibrillator in the phone box on the green was inoperative due to battery and pad failures, and the case was difficult to open on account of the 999 service having an incorrect code.  The Council agreed to set aside £2k for, potentially, a new machine and relocation to the more prominent position of the Village Hall exterior.  The clerk would take this forward as soon as practicable and adjust the budget accordingly for Council approval (action – clerk).

12.	AOB
Councillor Peck stated that he would arrange a review of the health and state of trees on PC land.  If necessary, pollarding could then be organised (action – AP).

Councillor Peck would also liaise with Simon Bywater on the pot-holes issue Simon had spoken of in his report earlier (action – AP)

Councillor Pratt reported on traffic movement data.  Comparing 2024 with 2026: on Sawtry Road there had been a 23% reduction in traffic volume but the incidence of speeding had risen from 23% to 47% (he noted that this was an indicator that the traffic calming measures being taken forward at item #10 were clearly correct; on Infield Road there a been a minor increase in traffic volume (7%) but the incidence of speeding had decreased from 25% to 16%.

The Chairman reported that a plaque from the old Village Hall, donated by RAF Molesworth, would be relocated to the new War Memorial following its completion.

 14. Date of 2026/27 meetings
The Council agreed that this year’s meetings would take place on 4th September, 13th November, 5th February 2027 with the Annual General Meeting would be on 7th May 2027.
 
Meeting Closed



